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Violence against children:

linking international cooperation to national strategies

Stockholm, 8 September 2008

Introduction
The objectives of the seminar are three-fold: to share and discuss the examples of regional and sub-regional co-operation carried out within the Council of Europe and the Council of the Baltic Sea States; to support at international level the development of national strategies addressing violence against children; and to discuss possible Council of Europe action in 2009-2011 to eliminate all forms of violence against children.
The seminar will be divided into three working sessions focusing on: the outcomes of the Council of Europe pilot project “Analysis of national policies and practices to eradicate violence against children” with good practices from Italy, Norway, Portugal and Romania; the Baltic Sea States’ co-operation on children at risk and the experience in combating internet violence and training of professionals working with unaccompanied and trafficked children with examples e.g. from Lithuania and Sweden; and the presentation of a document suggesting draft Council of Europe guidelines for integrated strategies against violence. In each session, interventions by speakers will be followed by a panel discussion.
The seminar is expected to review the progress achieved by the Council of Europe’s action on violence over the past three years and propose a new set of objectives in this field for 2009-2011. Ms. Mona Sandabaek, the seminar’s General Rapporteur, will present the seminar’s findings and proposals to the high level conference.

Presentation of the Council of Europe pilot project: “Analysis of national policies and practices to eradicate violence against children” 

Mr. Bjorn Bredesen

Focus of presentation

Norwegian policy to prevent violence against children –  core elements and issues
Issues to be raised:
· Why is it necessary to incorporate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into national legislation? How should this be done? When the Convention’s articles and national legislation contradict each other, what needs to be done?

· What policies and measures are needed to prevent all forms of violence against children?

· What is the best way to secure a child perspective and an integrated approach when developing policy and action plans?

Ms. Cinzia Grassi

Focus of presentation:

Italian National Observatory against child abuse and child pornography and its objectives

Issues to be raised:

· new database as means to address statistical gaps;

· focus on child victims, as opposed to focus on perpetrator in the majority of existing databases;
· problem of co-ordination with other national databases;
· description of the different crime typologies connected to child sexual abuse and exploitation stored by the Observatory.

Ms. Rosa Clemente and Mr. Fausto Amaro

Focus of presentation:

New strategic action programme for childhood and adolescence in Portugal

Issues to be raised:

· new violence prevention measures made possible thanks to new perspective adopted by current children’s rights promotion and protection law;
· new initiatives on positive parenting;

· good practice of creating local teams to support families with children who have on-going cases in courts or in local commissions for child protection;

· measures to ensure the child’s right to be heard.
Ms. Gabriella Tonk

Focus of presentation:

Good practices in enforcing new legislation on child protection and promotion of children’s rights in Romania

Issues to be raised:

· the results of PHARE project “Education Campaign for Children’s Rights” focussing on a mass media campaign aimed at creating a good, responsible parenting culture and a large training campaign for professionals working with children;

· the work of the Council of children “Spune” (Speak out!), which elaborated a child-friendly report on the way children’s rights are observed and promoted in Romania.
Panel discussion:

1. 
What are the mechanisms used in your country to secure inter-agency co-operation in cases of violence against children?
2.
In what way do you work to discover violence against children at an early stage?

3.
How do you share experience and raise competence among professionals within your country and in co-operation with other countries (at international level)?

4.
Does your country have a policy to strengthen research and develop measures to deal with different forms of violence against children and does this affect policy development?
5.
What procedures have been put in place in your country to guarantee child-friendly services and the child’s right to be heard?  
6.
How are parent’s rights reconciled with the best interest of the child?

Presentation of other international co-operation schemes: Using international agreements in regional co-operation – the example of the Baltic Sea States
A. Internet related violence

Ms. Ethel Quayle 

Focus of presentation:

The online distribution of child abuse images

Issues to be raised:

· the need to further identify channels to facilitate better exchange of experiences and secure greater international cooperation in order to harmonize legislation;

· the paucity of demographic data, the lack of conceptual understanding of the harms inflicted through photography and the factors that promote both vulnerability and resilience;
· the increasing exposure of young people to materials that might cause harm or detriment to a child, as well as exposure to a medium that can facilitate harm
Ms. Linda Jonsson
Focus of presentation: 

The outcomes of an online project to compile knowledge about children victims of online sexual abuse

Issues to be raised:

· how do child victims of online sexual abuse cope?

· what kind of support or treatment are these children offered?

· what kind of treatment do they need?

Mr. Bengt Söderström

Focus of presentation:

How do we meet the new demands on psychological support to child victims of online sexual abuse

Issues to be raised:

· the impact on the child of how the Internet related abuse is performed and made available to others;

· the impact on the child of how the disclosure is handled by the authorities; 

· the needs for professionals with special knowledge and training.

Panel discussion

1. What factors increase the likelihood of online violence against children?
2. How do we increase our possibilities to discover and offer treatment to child victims of online sexual abuse and their families?
3. How do we address young victims who refuse help? How do we know what children will need in the future?
4. How do we build support systems for children that have the capacity and means to provide help immediately after disclosure and yet have the specialized knowledge needed? 

B. Training of professionals working with unaccompanied and trafficked children

Mr. Lars Lööf

Focus of presentation:

The Baltic Sea Region Comprehensive Assistance to Children Victims of Trafficking (BSR CACVT)

Issues to be raised:

· the BSR CACVT training programme for experts from different fields of child protection and child rehabilitation in the Baltic Sea Region 

Mr. Evaldas Karmaza

Focus of presentation:

The training of professionals who are in contact with children who have been exposed to different forms of violence with special focus on practice involving children in the post soviet environment

Issues to be raised:

· the present quality of knowledge among professionals and the need for improvement;

· the culture of networking among institutions and professionals within and across borders;

· obstacles for cooperation and proper assistance to children.

Mr. Svante Weyler

Focus of presentation:

“The Frail Chain” study commissioned by the Working Group for Cooperation on Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region

Issues to be raised:

· the sustainability, responsibility and accountability in the network of aid given or funded by international bodies or organisations to young victims of trafficking 

Panel discussion:
· Countries in a region often share both difficulties and possible solutions. How can professionals assisting children in your part of Europe be empowered and supported through cross-border cooperation?

· Trainings are frequently organized by NGOs, IOs and GOs but it is difficult for countries to maintain the level of expertise the trainings give participants and to make good use of it. How can this be achieved?

· Are methods and experiences from the western countries applicable in the East European environment ?
· What is the effect of the domination of the donor’s perspective over the recipients in this field?
Presentation of draft European guidelines for integrated strategies against violence
Ms. Lioubov Samokhina
Focus of presentation:

Council of Europe programme “Building a Europe for and with Children”: action against violence
Issues to be raised:

· presentation of draft Council of Europe Policy Guidelines for integrated strategies against violence
· results of other actions aimed at combating violence in the family, in school, in cyberspace
Ms. Veronica Birga

Focus of presentation:

United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children
Issues to be raised:

· Human rights dimension of the Study;
· Recommendations included in the Study
Mr. Peter Newell

Focus of presentation:

National strategies to challenge violence against children and international co-operation as means of ensuring states’ compliance with their obligations to protect children from “all forms of violence”
Issues to be raised:

· Why prohibiting all violence against children, of all people, remain controversial? 
· What the major challenges to states’ fulfilling their legal obligations to protect children from all forms of violence are?
· How children can meaningfully participate in the development of national strategies to end violence against them?
Panel discussion

1. What obstacles are encountered in developing integrated national strategies to protect children from all forms of violence?
2. What actions are needed at European level to help eradicate all forms of violence against children?
3. What should be the role of the Council of Europe in international efforts to combat violence against children?

In order to achieve more concrete results for future work, the organizers of this seminar – the Council of Europe together with the Swedish Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers –  are inviting all participants to contribute to the seminar discussions. We hope you join in!
CV COMPILATION

· Mr. Fausto Amaro

Fausto Amaro was born in Portugal  and coordinates Public Policies’ Research at Centre for Public Administration & Policies, Institute of Social and Political Sciences, Technical University of Lisbon. As consultant of the Council of Europe programme “Building a Europe for and with Children”, he produced a report on Portuguese national and local policies to prevent violence against children related to the Council’s action on “Children and Violence”.

· Ms. Agneta Björklund

Agneta Björklund has a Master’s degree in Social Work from the School of Social Work in Gothenburg. Before joining the Division for Social Services at the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs in Stockholm in 1996 she worked as a social worker in different fields of social work. At the Ministry she is responsible for social services for children and their families as Deputy Director. She is a member of the Working Group for Cooperation on Children at Risk in the Baltic Sea Region, this year serving as the Chair person. 
· Ms. Victoria Birga

Victoria Birga has been working for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights since 1999. She is now Focal Point for the follow up to the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children.

· Ms. Maud de Boer Buquicchio

In June 2002, Maud de Boer-Buquicchio was the first woman to be elected Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe by the Organisation’s Parliamentary Assembly. In June 2007, she was re-elected for a second five-year mandate.  Throughout her mandates, she has focused her attention on the cause of vulnerable groups in society. Maud de Boer-Buquicchio initiated, and promoted the implementation of, the Council of Europe programme "Building a Europe for and with children", thereby spearheading the Council of Europe’s engagement in the promotion of children's rights.  She is a steady and determined advocate of equal opportunities and was involved, from the outset, in promoting the Council of Europe Conventions on action against trafficking in human beings and against sexual exploitation and abuse of children, as well as the Council of Europe campaign to combat violence against women, including domestic violence, focusing in particular on prevention, prosecution and protection of the victims.  To advocate respect for human rights, both on and off-line, she actively promotes the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime and the relevant Council of Europe work in the field of information society, including through her participation in the Internet Governance Forum (IGF).  She is also committed to enhancing co-operation and coordination between the Council of Europe and other international institutions.

Maud de Boer-Buquicchio is a lawyer and has worked at the Council of Europe since 1969. Prior to her election to the post of Deputy Secretary General in 2002 she was Deputy Registrar of the European Court of Human Rights. 
· Mr. Bjorn Bredesen

Bjorn Bredesen has over twenty years of working experience in the Ministry of Children and Equality of Norway where he is currently Deputy Director General. He also served as Director of Health and Social Services in Oslo. Ms Bredesen studied Social Work and Social Policy, Training in Family Therapy, as well as Management, Administration and Economy.
· Ms. Rosa Clemente

Rosa Clemente is Adviser to the Secretary of State for Disability and Assistant to the Minister for Labour and Social Solidarity of Portugal. She is in charge of liaison between Secretary of State Office and the Council of Europe Programme “Building a Europe for and with Children”. She is also the ChildONEurope’ Chairperson.

· Ms. Irma Ertman

Irma Ertman, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Finland to the Council of Europe, started her career at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1974 and has served in several positions at the Ministry, including those as Assistant Secretary General of the Finnish-Soviet Commission for Economic Cooperation, as Director for Consular Affairs, as Deputy Chief of Protocol and as MFA Inspector General. She has also served as Consul General in Leningrad, Soviet Union, and as Consul in Gothenburg, Sweden. Before coming to Strasbourg she served as Director General of the Legal Department, MFA, Helsinki.
· Ms. Cinzia Grassi
Cinzia Grassi was born in Rome and graduated with Degree in Medicine and Surgery from the University of Rome. Having initially worked as Medical Officer in the State Police, she subsequently joined the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, working first as member and now as coordinator of the Technical-Scientific Committee – Observatory against child abuse and pornography. Ms Grassi has attended as expert and speaker numerous national and international conferences on trafficking of human beings and violence against children. She represented Italy at the meetings of the Council of Europe’s Committee of Experts responsible for the drafting of the Convention for the protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. She has been author of a number of articles on various aspects of child abuse. Today she is working on the creation of the new national data base on the child abuse and child pornography.

· Ms. Linda Jonsson

Linda Jonsson, BS in Social Work, is working at BUP Elefanten, a specialised clinic for sexually abused children and their families at the Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinic at the University Hospital in Linköping, Sweden. Together with two colleagues she runs the Online Project with financial support from World Childhood Foundation. 
· Mr. Evaldas Karmaza

Evaldas Karmaza is a school psychologist, has work experience with children living in institutions, children – victims of abuse (particularly – victims of sexual abuse), children involved in trafficking and prostitution. He is Director of NGO Child house, National Coordinator for Lithuania in the network for professionals set up by the Working Group for Cooperation on Children at Risk within the Council of the Baltic Sea States. 

· Mr. Lars Lööf
Lars Lööf is a qualified clinical psychologist and psychotherapist with specialisation in the fields of assessment and treatment of children and adolescents. He is Head of the Children’s Unit within the Council of the Baltic Sea States’ Working Group for Cooperation on Children at Risk (WGCC). The CBSS is an intergovernmental organisation and the WGCC aims at enhancing cooperation between the 11 member countries on the issue of Children at Risk by increased regional cooperation on both political and professional levels. 
· Mr. Peter Newell

Peter Newell is an advocate for and commentator on children’s rights, in the UK and internationally. He was a member of the Editorial Board for the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children and is Co-Chair of the NGO Advisory Council for follow-up to the Study. Peter co-ordinates the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children; he is also Adviser to the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children and co-author of Unicef’s Implementation Handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

· Ms. Ethel Quayle

Ethel Quayle is lecturer and director of the COPINE project in the Department of Applied Psychology, University College Cork, Ireland. She is a clinical psychologist and for the last 12 years has been involved in research on the victimisation of children through the new technologies. (This collaborative research with NGOs, police, probation and child protection agencies has been supported by funding from the EU Stop, Daphne and Safer Internet programmes and has resulted in a number of publications.) She will shortly be moving to the School of Health in Social Science at the University of Edinburgh where she will continue her research. 

· Ms. Lioubov Samokhina

Lioubov Samokhina studied law and international relations at Moscow State University, Yale University and University of Nottingham. Prior to joining the Council of Europe, she worked as UN Co-ordination Associate in UNDP Moscow office and led a major UNHCR project (Söderköping Process) in Ukraine. She is currently a Programme Adviser of the Council of Europe programme “Building a Europe for and with children.”
· Ms. Marta Santos Pais

Marta Santos Pais took up her post as Director of the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre in July 2001. She brings to the Centre almost thirty years of experience in human rights law, including her role in the drafting of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and, more recently, its two Optional Protocols. She has helped to draft a number of other international human rights standards, including: the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities; Protocol aiming at the abolition of the death penalty; Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances; Statute of the International Criminal Court. She was a Special Adviser to the Machel Study on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children. Prior to joining UNICEF IRC, she was Rapporteur of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child and, from 1997, Director of UNICEF’s Division of Evaluation, Policy and Planning.
· Mr. Bengt Söderström

Bengt Söderström has a MSc and is a licensed psychologist. Since 1999 he is head of BUP Vasa, the Child Sexual Abuse specialized outpatient clinic of the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry division in Stockholm County.

· Ms. Gabriella Tonk

Gabriella Tonk was born in Romania and initially worked as psychologist and coordinator of a shelter for women and children who suffered from domestic violence or various forms of abuse, and was the executive director of the Association of Women Against Violence (ARTEMIS). Currently she is Undersecretary of State of the National Authority for the Protection of Child’s Rights, under the Ministry of Labour, Family and Equal Opportunities in Romania. Ms. Tonk is also developing several projects on child protection issues in collaboration with the Faculty of Sociology and Social Assistance within the Babes Bolyai University.
· Mr. Svante Weyler
Svante Weyler is a journalist, author and publisher. He has his own publishing house, Svante Weyler Bokförlag, in Stockholm. He is a regular contributor of articles and columns on literature and politics for the Swedish Radio and national newspapers. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

1. Programme

2. Concept paper

3. Discussion guide
4. Draft Council of Europe Policy Guidelines for Integrated Strategies against Violence

5. Report on Italian National and Local Policies on Prevention of Violence against Children (http://www.coe.int/t/transversalprojects/children/violence/NationalPolicy_en.asp )
6. Report on Norwegian National and Local Policies on Prevention of Violence against Children (http://www.coe.int/t/transversalprojects/children/violence/NationalPolicy_en.asp )
7. Report on Portuguese National and Local Policies on Prevention of Violence against Children (http://www.coe.int/t/transversalprojects/children/violence/NationalPolicy_en.asp )
8. Report on Romanian National and Local Policies on Prevention of Violence against Children (http://www.coe.int/t/transversalprojects/children/violence/NationalPolicy_en.asp )
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